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The PlayStation Portable (PSP) was the first-ever handheld console under the PlayStation line. First released in 2004, the PSP became popular due to its large library of games and its vast array of multimedia features. For many, this console brings back great memories of all kinds of games like the early GTA editions, God of War, Metal Gear Solid,
and more. Fortunately, there is the chance to relive those memories once again. The best part? All that is needed is an Android phone! In this article, we cover absolutely everything you will need to do, in detail, to set up how to play PSP games on an Android smartphone for free. An emulator is simply a bit of software that lets one device act like
another. In this context, we are looking for an app for Android which can simulate the PSP. It will not impact the device in any way, since it is just like any other mobile app. Image via Google Play By far the most reliable one available is PPSSPP. With 100 million+ downloads, this emulator is reliable, safe, and quite user-friendly too. There is another
version of PPSSPP titled PPSSPP Gold. This is a paid app and is there as a way to support the developers and future versions. It would be nice to pay a bit of cash as a way of giving something back to the people that worked hard to build this software. Step 2: Download some PSP games No games will be included with the PSP emulator, as the actual
games have to be downloaded from elsewhere. There will be many websites on the Internet that offer PSP game downloads, but it’s advised to be careful as there are a few unsafe ones out there too. A good option is Cool ROM - navigate to the link and look through all the available games from the PlayStation Portable section. Once you have chosen
the game, click on the link to its download page and hit the download button. To clarify, a ROM is a name commonly used when referring to games run on emulators. Literally, ROM stands for Read-Only Memory, and in this context, a ROM is a copy of a game’s read-only memory. Put simply, an emulator ROM is a general term for a digital version of a
game cartridge. Another term used when talking about PSP emulators is ISO. This is just the file that contains the PSP game. Step 3: Extract and Organise the PSP games The game should be downloaded either as a .zip file or as a .7z file. These are essentially folders that hold the actual game file inside, and they are used to reduce the size of the file
for quick downloads. To retrieve the actual game file, we must first extract the folder. To do this, simply navigate to the file on a files manager app and hit extract. PSP game files can vary in size, with some of the top-end ones reaching 1.5-2GB and potentially more, whilst some can go under 1GB. The main file of interest is the one that ends in .iso as
this is what the game actually is. It can be useful to keep a folder that holds all the .iso files together in order to keep things organized. Step 4: Loading up the Games Now, open up the PPSSPP application we downloaded earlier. The main menu is quite self-explanatory and features a file browser. Navigate to where the .iso file from the previous step
is stored and the game should appear as shown in the image below. Image via PPSSPP As said previously, it can be useful to keep a folder with all the games together, as it may be easier to locate them in the future. To load up the game, just click on its cover image in the file browser and it should just open normally. Step 5: Getting familiar with the
controls and settings All the controls are on-screen but understandably, they can be a bit awkward to use for some games. In the settings menu, it is possible to alter the layout of the controls by moving or resizing buttons. Alternatively, it is also possible to connect a controller and play the games that away. Image via PPSSPP Just hook it up as you
would normally and it should start functioning. There is the option to map controls in the settings as well if necessary. There are a bunch of different settings for graphics and audio, with some looking quite complex. It’s best to avoid tweaking random things just to be on the safe side. Related - DOS Emulation lets you play some amazing classics Did
you find our article on how to play PSP games for free on Android useful? Do let us know in the comments below! For more Mobile Gaming news and updates, join our WhatsApp group, Telegram Group, or Discord server. Also, follow us on Google News, Instagram, and Twitter for quick updates. In order to play PSP games on mobile, you’ll need the
best Android PSP emulator, and we can help you do that. In the world of emulation, there’s always confusion surrounding which program you should use. However, you shouldn’t fret, as we’ve already done a number of these handy guides. While you're looking at emulating the PlayStation Portable, why not look into emulating other devices? If you're
looking for some fun, check out the best Android 3DS emulator. On the other hand, you may want to see the best Android PS2 emulator! Are you really daring? Then you’ll want the best Android Switch emulator. Yes, there’s a lot of emulators. Best Android PSP emulator: PPSSPP There’s only one true king when it comes to PSP emulation on Android,
and it likely won’t be beat. PPSSPP is hands-down the best Android PSP emulator. To put it into perspective, it was the best emulator back when I was in high school, and it’s still the best one now. No, I won’t count the years; I'm bad at maths. PPSSPP is the gold standard for what an emulator should be. It has a high degree of compatibility with the
PSP library, is free to use (although there is a paid version) and still receives frequent updates to this day. Furthermore, there are myriad features to let you customise your emulation experience as you wish. In PPSSPP, there are basic features such as controller remapping, save states and resolution enhancers for better visuals. However, there are
also unconventional features. For example, you can enhance the texture filtering of any game on PSP, bringing out the detail on some of the blurriest parts of mid-2000s portable gaming. With most Android phones, you'll be able to play the majority of PSP games with at least double the resolution of their original release. However, on more powerful
devices, and less demanding games, you can increase resolution four-fold. Even better, these resolutions will only get higher as time goes on. Isn’t that neat? You should absolutely get it here. Is PPSSPP Gold worth it? Of course, you may have noticed that there are two versions of this emulator on the Google Play Store. There’s the original, free
version as well as PPSSPP Gold, a paid alternative. Both versions are almost identical, but the Gold version does have one benefit. Paying for PPSSPP Gold gives you access to best Android PSP emulator, just with a shiny gold icon. Yep, that’s it; a shiny gold logo will now adorn your app drawer and you can show it off to friends. In reality, this adds
absolutely nothing to the emulation experience. However, it does support the development of this fantastic emulator. So, is it worth it? If you have $5 to spare, we absolutely recommend this. Emulator development is hard, and developers need all the help they can get. If you can afford it, yes, but PPSSPP Gold. In fact, you can follow this link to do
so. Read More: Best Android DS Emulator: Play DS games on mobile Runner Up: Rocket PSP emulator If, for whatever reason, you don’t wish to use PPSSPP, there is an alternative option for you: Rocket. While not as good as PPSSPP, Rocket PSP emulator is a decent option for those who are struggling to get the best Android PSP emulator to work.
Rocket PSP emulator doesn’t run as well as PPSSPP on most devices, and it’s not particularly stable. However, it does run the majority of PSP games if you need or want to use a different app. Unfortunately, there are a large number of bugs in this emulator. From graphical issues to controls glitching, it’s not an ideal experience, but it gets the job
done. Essentially, this isn’t a close runner up, but it technically is one. With the standards that PPSSPP sets, it’s hard to move to anything else. The Sony PSP is one of the longest-tenured handheld gaming consoles ever. It enjoyed a seven-year run with various new models coming out at regular intervals. It has a ton of games and Sony even ported
some PlayStation games to the system for purchase. Now, you can play PSP games on your mobile phone or tablet. Here are the best PSP emulators for Android. We highly recommend starting with PPSSPP. Most competitors use the PPSSPP source code (it’s open-source, so it’s okay), including RetroArch, so it makes the most sense to just start at the
source and work your way out. The best PSP emulators for Android PPSSPP Lemuroid RetroArch Rocket PSP Emulator PPSSPP is, by far, the best of the PSP emulators. Of all the emulators we tested, PPSSPP was the easiest to use, had the best compatibility, and the best performance. We wouldn’t blame you if you thought we were advertising here
but we’re really not. PPSSPP gets frequent updates, has a paid version that removes ads, and it’s the one that most other developers copycat from. We highly recommend that you try this one first. The ad-supported free version works fine if you want to test it out. The $4.99 price removes ads. The app is also open-source. See also: The best emulators
for Android to play old favorites Lemuroid is an open-source emulator that competes directly with RetroArch. It supports a variety of consoles and PSP is on the list. It works a lot like RetroArch. The app comes vanilla and you download and install cores to make the emulator work for that console. There is a bit of a learning curve compared to other
PSP emulators, but it’s definitely worth it if you intend to use multiple emulators. Some features include auto-save and restore, ROM scanning and indexing, fast forward support, hardware gamepad support, local multiplayer, and cloud syncing. This and RetroArch are both excellent options and rival PPSSPP in performance and compatibility. See
also: The best PlayStation emulators for Android RetroArch is one of the more unique PSP emulators. It can actually emulate a ton of different gaming systems. RetroArch uses the Libretro system. It essentially runs plugins that act as emulators. Thus, RetroArch can do anything from SNES to PSP as long as you have the required plugin. The emulator
seems to work okay, but like most, there are compatibility problems here and there. There is also a learning curve since the system is rather complex. Even so, it’'s a good one to try out and it’s completely free and open-source. See also: The best retro games for Android Rocket PSP Emulator is a very average emulator. It’s relatively new, still has
some bugs, and its compatibility is just okay. It uses the PPSSPP open source project so it has many of the same features. That includes save and load states, a software controller, and, again, decent compatibility. We didn’t have any overwhelming problems during our testing. However, you may want to try something a little more mature like PPSSPP
itself. Still, in the event that it doesn’t work for you, this is still an option. It’s completely free with advertising. There are a bunch of PSP emulators like this one. You can search Google Play for it and throw a rock and hit others like this. That doesn’t make it bad, but it doesn’t make it special either. Android appsBest AppsEmulator
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